Invitation       Come, for all things are now ready. Come to the table and share with all in need: the gift of healing for those in pain, the gift   of forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for those in doubt, and the gift of hope for those in tears. May we who share these gifts share Christ with one another and all God’s people.

This is the table where God intends us to be nourished; this is the time when Christ can make us new. So come, you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus Christ, who has sat at our tables, now invites us to be guests at his. The Sacrament of Bread and Wine – where God comes to meet us in the ordinary things of the earth that God has made holy – wheat and grapes, food and drink for our souls and for our bodies, grown in the soil, watered by the rain, ripened by the sun, fashioned by human hands so that the divine purpose may once again be fulfilled.
Hymn:        Day by Day                                                                   455
Liturgy at the table (Here is bread, here is wine 546)   Distribution

Response to the sacrament   Hallelujah            532
Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind and your body to heal your wounds, and through you, to bring healing to Earth, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

We thank you, Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you, and we pray that through your body and blood we may be healed and become agents of healing for Earth. Amen.

Hymn:  May the Lord bless you                                                        553
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 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” … And there was evening, and there was morning - the fourth day. 
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Introduction to Theme: Here, on “Day 4”, this great narrative offers us an insight into the sense of order that God intends for creation. Clearly, we are meant to live in an ordered world – day separated from night, years separated into days and seasons, light separated from darkness – 
all in good and regular order, as God intended. There is a time and place and season for everything. (Silence to consider our response)
Hymn:   God’s glory fills                                                            10
Prayer: Almighty God, You created the heavens and the earth, 

The sun, moon and stars. Teach us to discern your hand 

In all your works and to serve you. With awe and reverence we look at your creation, and praise you for all that it speaks of your love and grace, goodness and mercy. (we continue in prayer)
Psalm 19:  1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its heat.
Hymn:             All creatures of our God and king     (1-2)      433
Prayer of Confession: God forgive us, for we knew not what we did. 

We, the children of God, cry aloud to you, Lord our God. Free us from sin and guilt to be truly your people. Free us to praise you and live in your way forever. 

God forgive us, for we knew not what we did. Forests grew and died, and grew again, while under the Earth a treasure of fuel was laid. Your people grew in skill and curiosity and unearthed the secret carbon heritage of the forests. We tamed fire in our engines to increase our comfort and mobility. We have been tempted to take these benefits to ourselves, to live a life where you could no longer find us. 

God forgive us, for we knew not what we did. Creator of all, the hymn of creation has become the cry of the world. Like Adam and Eve in the garden, we hide ourselves in shame. Yet, just as you came to them and asked them lovingly, ‘Where are you?’ so you come to us today and lovingly ask us, ‘Where are you?’ We are here Lord, seeing ourselves as the centre of your world, and blind to the fact that you are the centre of all your creation. 

Hymn:             All creatures of our God and king     (3-4)      433
God forgive us, for we knew not what we did. We are here, Lord, destroying in a few years the mighty works of aeons, so that we may be comfortable as we prepare catastrophe. We are here Lord, exposing the poor to a fragile future, threatening the livelihoods of our children, and driving animals and plant life to extinction. 

God forgive us, for we knew not what we did. Now we know. Hear our cry for help to change our ways. Creator of the mighty trees, the broad oceans, the atmosphere, the earth, and all that lives, forgive us and reconcile us to you. 

Let us remake this world in the love and compassion of the One who makes all things new, who is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 

We, the children of God, cry aloud to you, Lord our God. 

Restore, reconcile and re-equip us to live in harmony with all creation, and to be signs to each other and to the world 

of your kingdom come on Earth. Written for the Operation Noah, Coventry Cathedral 2004, 

Hymn:             All creatures of our God and king     (5-6)        433
Ecclesiastes 3: How does all this fit? 1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8 a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

Quiet reflection
Hymn:           In the bulb there is a flower                                 674









